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Malcolm Monroe Adamson, a longtime Chattanooga educator and nonprofit agency director, died Tuesday at age 86.

Mr. Adamson spent 30 years as the superintendent of the Bonny Oaks School. After retirement from Bonny Oaks, he worked as executive director of the Chattanooga branch of Big Brothers Big Sisters.

“He was well respected, a good role model for the volunteer role models he was trying to recruit,” said Councilman Jack Benson, who succeeded Mr. Adamson as executive director of Big Brothers Big Sisters.

In addition to his official role, Mr. Adamson acted as a big brother and long-term friend and supporter to a boy in the program, guiding him through higher education and into adulthood, Mr. Benson said.

Family friend Carolyn Alexander, who is in a quilting group with Mr. Adamson’s wife, George Hankins Adamson, recalls Mr. Adamson being very supportive of his wife’s time with her “quilting girls,” as she fondly referred to them.

Mrs. Alexander and her husband, Bob Alexander, knew the Adamsons from Tyner United Methodist Church, where they were members for more than 50 years.

Mr. Adamson, a graduate of the Duke University School of Divinity, was ordained as a Methodist minister.

Tyner United Methodist secretary Diane Kelley remembers Mr. Adamson as being eager to share kind words and having a “sweet spirit.”

“Malcolm was just a very caring gentleman,” she said. “I thought an awful lot of him. He will be greatly missed by all of our congregation.”

The funeral will be Friday at 11 a.m. at Tyner United Methodist Church.
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