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TWELVE CHILDREN ILt, /7 >

. SAYS COUNTY PHYSICIAN

St_a‘rtlin’g ﬁi;co_ﬁery_ ’i‘ueédé.y, then
Inquisitors - Visit ’School—_-—Effort;'
Apparently Successful to Stamp
""Out Dangerous Disease.
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“We found no less than. fifteen cases of
diphtheria in jts worst form .at  the

~'Bonny ! Oaks Industrial school at Jersey
When we visited that ihstitution yester-
day.”-- Vendel. i iE

Thése were the words .of one of. the
members of - the grand jury yesterday
morning spoken just as_he was about to,
enter the. grand jury room and take up:
the -work .of the day with his colleagues.

Fifteen cases of diphtheria at Bonny
Oaks! The report-spread like fire in dry
grass, and by nooh- it was being-discussed
with much interest and fiore ‘curiosity
all over courthouse hill. 4 |

1

Because of the strictures made ‘on the d

institution by the last grand jury ; con-
cerning Bonny Oaks,” much general in-
terest was being manifested in'the report
that might be forthcoming from the in-
quisitors now doing duty for-the county.
From. the above it seems likely that this
may be even "a_ more sensational docu-
ment than that handed to Judge Me-
Reynolds a few months ago. That served
to open the eyes:of the people, . and
specially of the county court, to the real
needs of the institution and the mem-
bers of the jury, who dared to tell of the
conditions exactly as they found them in-
stead of bringing the ever handy white-
wash brush into requisition, have been
warmly commended for their action.:

It is said that the members of the pres-
ent jury are somewhat divided as\ to
what their report may be and ’as to

|ing with a

whether they. shall attempt to place the

-boy to be taken sick first, ha
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on his advice they did not gnter the mainy

building. Some of them, however, did go
into a small building or room ‘where{
three of the lads who are down with the'

disease are confined.. One of these boys, - Supt. Price wds interv

it is said, told the-juryman that he had
only been sick sinc_e} Sunday, but he had,
been kept in this room by himself for'a!
long time, This was because he is suffer-|

1 an. ailment over which he has|
no_control. " The lad complained bitterly
because he was not allowed to be with!

|
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jand play” with the other boys. There:

seemed to be no doubt in the mind of at
least one juryman that the disease could
probably be traced to the stagnant water
in the frog pond. 5
.~ Dr..W. F. MecManus, the recently
elected county physician, was seen by a
Times reporter yesterday njorning just
after. he had retumed from'the instifu-
tion. He said: - i 34
New County Physician H
Faithful to His Duty, = |

“Yes, it is: true’ that we - have

caval wauls, dney could not
children of their . own.” ;
{ L 2k iy

Superintendent, Price l_ '
Talks of Conditions.

do more for

iewed by a re-
porter over the''phone. He said: s
“Yes, it is true that we have an epi-
demic of diphtheria here, but all of the
tients® are ‘doing well and we do not
ook for any deaths. 'The first boy was
taken sick Sunday and most*of the oth-.
grs came down Monday. When the
rrand jury was here, I told them we had
.;%ourteel_l cases, but Dr. McManus has
Bince discovered that two of .the boys
~who were complaining have n t got the
‘disease. This makeg the actual number
down with the malady twelve. I am
sure we ‘now have the trouble under
control; that there will be no more cases
and hope that all of the sick will re-
cover, as they now promise to do.”
/{Asked as to what he considered the
source of the epidemie, Supt. Price said:-
;/“L ‘can only -think of one possible
source, and I hesitate to'name that, for
fear that I might do some- one an in-
ustice, A. boy named Dewitt Clarkson
was the first to be taken sick. He was
Visited by his mother and some brothers'

.an

idemic of diphtheria at the school.
%wre are now twelve well defined cases.
With one exception, all are ‘doing well,
and I do ngt expect any deaths, unless

some of them should unexpectedly grow.:

worse.” I have been visiting the school

.| daily since I was first informed of the/

cutbreak. .This, I believe, was last Sun-’

ay. As’soon as I diagnosed it as diph-!

‘theria I ordered-~the sick boys isgolated;

from ‘the rest-and.at once administered’
an injection of antitoxin.. The boy who!
seems to be the most seriously sick is al
half-witted child, and kis constitution is!
not ag strong as that of the others. Allj
of the patients responded to the anti-
toxin treatm=0t, and I found them doing
as well as could be expected this morn-
ing. ‘I have had all, of the buildings
thoroughly fumigatéd ‘and do- not look
for a spread of the disease.” ™

“Asked as to what he thought mightl
have been the origin 61 the' disease, the!
doctor said that he had made a thorough !
inyestigation to try and discover some-f
thing to which it might be traced. He!
said that, things about the institution
were in a sanitary condition and he wasi

i |

inclined to believe that the theory ad-
vanced by Supt. Price was the correct:
solution. He said ‘that this was to the |
effect that one of the boys, in faet tlaei
d been vis-|

several days before he became ill, and

i it might be that they brought the dis-,
| ease to the school.

However, that is
only conjecture, and I make no charges.
I am sure that the members of the
grand jury will tell you that they found
everything i clean and - sanitary here.
There have been fio'  new- . cases = since
Monday.” + Ry i
‘IThe reporter suggested the pond re-;
fered to above as a possible source of
“the sickness. o UGt o

i "I dow’t thidk that could hardly be,”’
; Teplied Supt. Price. “This is the first!
i time we have had diphtheria at ' the!
| school for: twelve' years, and the pond
Jhas ‘begn there all of the time. It s
| true that the water in the pond is rather
t muddy, but no scim or filth rests or
| the surface. LIt doés not even brees
imésquitoes. The disease is confined t
! the white hoys. None of the girls a
'sick, and we do not apprehend a
“tro

le in the colored department, whi
is ‘'si f

tuated some distance ayay.”
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